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Preliminary Fact-Checking and Incident Analysis Report on 
the Unidentified Attacks Near Maungdaw Town, Northern 
Arakan - August 5, 2024 


I. Introduction 


Maungdaw, a town located near the Naf River along the Bangladesh border, serves as 
the last military stronghold of the Myanmar junta, formally known as the State 
Administration Council (SAC). In early August 2024, as the junta continued to use the 
residents of the town as human shields to achieve their military objectives, they also 
fortified their last remaining base, Na-Kha-Kha (5), in Myo-Thu-Gyi, near Maungdaw. 


Since June 16, 2024, the United League of Arakan (ULA), the political wing of the Arakan 
Army (AA), has been urging civilians in Maungdaw to evacuate as quickly as possible 


before the anticipated battle to capture the town. 


Meanwhile, three notorious Muslim extremist groups—the Arakan Rohingya Salvation 
Army (ARSA), the Rohingya Salvation Organization (RSO), and the Arakan Rohingya 
Army (ARA)—along with other Muslim militants in the area, have been actively 
collaborating with the Myanmar junta in attacks against the Arakan Army. Local sources 
reported that these militants killed, injured, and kidnapped at least 28 civilians, primarily 
targeting Rakhine, Hindu, Mro, and other minority communities in July alone. 


1. Background Information 


On August 5, 2024, at approximately 12 PM MMT, a video related to the deaths of several 
Muslims near Maungdaw began circulating on social media platforms like Facebook and 
X (formerly Twitter). According to observations, the first social media account to post 
about this 'video incident’ belonged to Nay San Lwin, who shared the news at 12:43 AM 
MMT on August 5 with the following statement: 


Page 1 of 14 


5s) Ro Nay San Lwin 


BREAKING: 


A highly worrying situation is unfolding in Maungdaw Township of 
Rakhine State. 


Due to the Bangladeshi internet blackout and weak mobile signals, 
confirming the fatalities and casualties is challenging. However, we have 
received information that many Rohingya have been killed today in drone 
and artillery attacks by the Arakan Army (AA). 


There is nothing we can do except pray for the people. 


5,258 


Despite not having accurate information due to the 'Bangladeshi internet blackout and 
weak mobile signals' and being unable to confirm the number of fatalities and casualties, 
Nay San Lwin immediately accused the Arakan Army (AA) of killing many Rohingya 


in drone and artillery attacks. 


Later, at 6:57 PM MMT, he made another post claiming that thousands of Rohingya from 
the villages of Maung Ni, Myoma Taung, and Myoma Kayin Dan had gathered on the 
beach on the western side of Fezi village, seeking a way to flee to Bangladesh for 


safety and protection. 


| Location of Fezi Village 
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He then claimed that a boat carrying about 20 people from the area was sunk by drone 
attacks from the Arakan Army (AA), with only two youths surviving while all others 
perished. 


However, on August 6, 2024, the first X account to post a video clip of the deaths of 
several Muslims was that of Wai Wai Nu’, followed by an account associated with ARSA 
named "ARSA Freedom Fighters." Wai Wai Nu posted the 1:22-minute-long video clip 
at 9:14 AM MMT but (falsely) claimed the incident took place on August 6, 2024. Notably, 
she was unable to confirm the perpetrator, the type of weapon used, or the nature of the 
violence. Some of her tweets related to the video stated: 


1. Rohingya are also being killed in crossfires of armed conflict between #Myanmar 
junta & #AA by drones & heavy weaponry, 

2. The #Myanmar junta is also reportedly collaborating with armed groups that falsely 
claim their #Rohingya representation. I'm hearing that these groups are also 
blocking Rohingya civilians from possible escape routes from #Maungdaw. A 
teacher even asked me to "send boats." 


Wai Wai Nu's statements clearly indicated that she lacked basic information about the 
incident, such as the exact time, the perpetrator, the type of weapon, or the nature of the 
violence. However, she acknowledged that there was crossfire, the use of drones by both 
sides, cooperation between Muslim militants and the junta military, and efforts to block 


civilian populations from escaping. 


The video footage was later posted by the ARSA account at 10:27 AM MMT that day, 
tagging Human Rights Watch (HRW), Fortify Rights, and Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the 
President of Turkiye.? 


1Sheis a prominent Muslim women activist, a daughter of U Kyaw Min whose party has registered to join into the 
junta-planned 2025 elections. 

? Turkiye is a powerful member of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) and its embassy in Myanmar has 
frequently released statements on the Muslim issue inside Arakan. 
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GD ARSA Freedom Soldiers 

SS _ Hundreds of Rohingya have been killed by terrorists in dozens of drone 
strikes in Maungdaw township, Arakan , Myanmar. Almost all of them 
women & young children when a few weakmen. The number of fatally 
injured Rohingya is in thousands. 


4:16 / 1:22 gq @ ¥ 7 


The subtitles added by ARSA to the video claimed that hundreds of Rohingya had been 
killed by the Arakan Army (AA) in dozens of drones strikes in Maungdaw, marking 
the first direct accusation against the AA for the incident. The same video footage was 
later shared by a Bangladeshi journalist named Abdullah at 1:06 PM MMT, with the 
subtitle: "This is no less than Gaza." He specifically alleged that the AA's drone attack 
had resulted in more than 200 Rohingya fatalities the previous day. Following this, at 2:05 
PM MMT, Nay San Lwin reposted the video with the headline: "AA killed at least 200 
Rohingya in a single day." 
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2. Motivations of the Report 


The key purposes of this report are to document and check the basic facts of the incident, 
analyze the sequence of events, and identify any potential perpetrators. The scope of the 
report focuses exclusively on the 'video incident’ that occurred near Maungdaw town on 
August 5, 2024. The report compiles data and information from social media platforms, 
reports by independent local and international media outlets, as well as accounts from 
members of the Arakan Army (AA) and civilians in the vicinity of Maungdaw town. 


ll. Incident Description 
1. Date and Time 


While we can confirm that a video showing the deaths of several Muslims circulated 
widely on social media on August 5, 2024, determining the exact time of the incident 
remains challenging. An initial report by Radio Free Asia (RFA) on August 6, 2024, 
suggested that the incident occurred in the evening of August 5 but did not specify the 
exact time. In contrast, a BBC report on August 7, 2024, claimed that the event actually 
took place in the morning. On August 11, CNN's report aligned with RFA, indicating an 
evening time frame. A source from The Guardian further narrowed it down, asserting 


that the event occurred at approximately 5 PM. 


Nay San Lwin offered a slightly different timeline, stating that thousands of local Muslims 
began heading to the beach west of Fezi village around 12 PM, with the incident itself 


occurring in the evening. 


2. Location 


According to multiple sources, including geo-location data, the incident occurred at 
approximately 20°49'15.0"N 92°21'09.2"E, to the west of Maungdaw town near the Naf 
River. The upper part of the photo in Figure-4 is taken from a source on the X platform 
and it can be seen as the following; 
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Figure-4 


3. Nature of the Attack 


There is significant disagreement among sources regarding the nature of the attack, with 
various accounts suggesting it could have been a drone strike, artillery shelling, gunfire, 


shocked rockets, bombings, or massive explosions. A survivor interviewed by Radio Free 
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Asia (RFA) described the attack as involving shocked rockets and artillery shelling. In 
contrast, Reuters sources reported it as a drone attack. The Guardian sources indicated 


that both drone strikes and artillery shelling were involved. Nay San Lwin, in his interview, 
illogically claimed that there were at least 50 drone strikes and erroneously asserted 
that only the Arakan Army (AA) used drone bombs, not the Myanmar military. 
Additionally, ARSA’s X account, as shown in Figure-5, frequently accused the AA of 


attacking Muslim civilians with Indian-made weapons and missiles. 


& ARSA Freedom Soldiers 
way 


AA terrorists are targeting Rohingya with @@'s free missiles. At least 10 
dead & hundreds injured just 20 minutes ago in Maungdaw township, 
near Shiddda Para Masjid. 


Figure-5 


Witness accounts also vary regarding the direction of the attacks. One account insisted 
that the drone attacks originated from the north of the town, while others reported that 
both drone and artillery attacks came from both the north and south of Maungdaw. A 
Muslim survivor who witnessed the incident admitted on August 13 that it would be very 
premature to attribute the attacks solely to the Arakan Army (AA) due to the lack of 
concrete information available for verification. 
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Figure-6 


4. Fatalities and Casualties 


The numbers of fatalities and casualties reported for this incident vary significantly among 
sources. A source utilizing geo-location from the video footage observed at least 30 dead 
bodies, as shown in Figure-6. In contrast, Muslim activists and related media outlets such 
as Radio Free Asia (RFA) and Maktoob have reported figures exceeding 200. Prominent 
news media outlets have been more cautious in their reporting; Reuters referred to the 


fatalities as "dozens," while CNN described the number as "hundreds." 


Even if the number of deaths ranges from 30 to 200, activists like Wai Wai Nu irrationally 
claimed on August 15, 2024, that the current incidents are worse than those in 2017. 
Her statements raise controversial questions about how the globally condemned 2017 
violence committed by the Myanmar military—an event that killed several thousand 
civilians and forced hundreds of thousands to flee to Bangladesh—could be considered 
less severe than the current situation. This is clearly an extreme exaggeration on the 
current conditions. It seems motivated by an effort to blame resistance groups like the AA 
while obscuring the atrocities committed by the Myanmar junta and Muslim militant groups. 
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The video clips and photos from the incident show that the victims included men, women, 
youths, boys, girls, and children. Sources from The Guardian indicated that the victims 
were from villages near Maungdaw town, including Maung Ni, Myoma Taung, and Myoma 
Kayin Dan. However, it remains challenging to provide a clear count of the number of 
individuals killed or injured, as well as detailed information about their family and 
demographic backgrounds. 


lil. Interviews with the AA Security Force Members 


To develop the current report, we sought input from members of the Arakan Army (AA) 
who were performing security duties on the day of the incident. We reached out to some 
AA Officials for their perspectives. According to AA sources, as of August 5, 2024, the 
positions and locations of their adversaries are illustrated in the map shown in Figure-7. 


However, according to some survivors, during the evening when the incident occurred, 
the Arakan Army (AA) was not conducting security operations against adversaries. One 
AA captain provided the following explanation: 


"We did not use drones, artillery shells, or shocked rockets at the time of the 
incident that day. Burmese military jammers can prevent our drones from flying 
over those locations, and according to our military records, we have not used 


107mm shocked fire rockets until now since last February. Given that several 


Page 9 of 14 


hundred civilians were still trapped inside the town, we had to exercise extreme 


caution." 


In response to inquiries about the military activities of the Myanmar military junta and their 


collaborators, an AA major, who was on duty in the north of Maungdaw, stated: 


“They frequently conducted random artillery shelling and drone strikes in large 
numbers. At times, we captured some of their damaged drones equipped with 


highly explosive warheads.” (See in Figure-8) 


Figure-8 
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IV. Analysis 


The internet and phone communication blackout imposed by the Myanmar junta not only 
severely restrict access to accurate and verified information but also creates an 
environment conducive to committing crimes and atrocities against the local civilian 


population by both the Myanmar junta and Muslim militants. 


First, the report has found that various sources are unable to agree on fundamental 
aspects of the incident. Discrepancies include the exact time of the incident, the type of 
weapons used, the direction of the attacks, the number of civilian casualties, and their 


demographic backgrounds. 


Second, it has been revealed that the civilian deaths in the Muslim community on August 
5, 2024, could be attributed to various factors, including drownings. Geo-location data 
shows that the bodies are spread over a lengthy area along the border near the Naf River. 


Third, the first social media account to accuse the Arakan Army (AA) as the sole 
perpetrator was that of ARSA, a notorious extremist Muslim group responsible for the 
assassination of Mohib Ullah, a respected Muslim community leader and many other 
innocent civilians. This ARSA account also claimed, without evidence, that the AA used 


India-made weapons to target Muslim civilians. 


Fourth, the claim made by some Muslim activists, such as Nay San Lwin, that only the 
AA uses drones and not the Myanmar military junta is a clear indication of ignorance. This 
claim reveals a motive of unfairly blaming the AA while covering up the crimes committed 
by the Myanmar military junta. Additionally, Wai Wai Nu’s irrational statement that the 
current incidents are worse than those in 2017 is both logically flawed and factually 
incorrect. This has contributed to a toxic environment of distorted news and dangerous 
disinformation, propagated by these activists, which diverts international attention in 


misleading directions and could lead to erroneous conclusions. 


Fifth, some survivors of the incident have stated that it is unacceptable to accuse the AA 
without concrete evidence. Their statements suggest that allegations against the AA by 
certain members of the Muslim community are based on guesswork, hasty conclusions, 


and political motives. 
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Sixth, it seems that the Myanmar military junta and their collaborators, facing dire military 
circumstances, may be resorting to current atrocities as a means to engage in cynical 
political and media tactics. While the exact types of weapons used in these crimes cannot 
be confirmed, it is clear that they might be committing these acts while preventing civilians 


from fleeing the town, in a desperate bid to counter AA offensives. 


V. Recommendations 


Once the Arakan Army (AA) has taken control of the town and incident location, the 
responsible officials from the United League of Arakan (ULA) should initiate an on-the- 
ground investigation into the incident. Their responsibilities should include securing the 
area to prevent evidence tampering, collecting relevant evidence, and contacting victims 


and their family members. 


For evidence collection, ULA officials should document the scene before collecting any 
evidence. Physical evidence, such as weapons, shell casings, and clothing, should be 
preserved meticulously. The process should then proceed with identifying and 


interviewing witnesses, ensuring their protection and confidentiality. 


Depending on the military and security situation on the ground, the ULA authorities should 
detain members of the Myanmar military junta, ARSA, RSO, ARA, and other Muslim 
militants. These detainees can serve as crucial evidence in the investigation of crimes 
committed against innocent Muslim civilians. Family members of the victims and other 
community members in the area should also actively cooperate with ULA officials to help 


deliver justice for the victims. 
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